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Objective A. Investigating.

Goal:

My goal of the project is to contribute to the learning process of MYP
students by creating and designing a guide book based on investigation on
how to write a proper essay for any subject that requires it, by recalling my
personal experience and getting recommendations from the teachers. [
expect my product to be finished by December2020.

The main challenge of this goal is that according to it, my product should consist
of clear, precise and very helpful instructions on how to write an essay for any
subject that requires it. It means that the guide book should be not only
voluminous in the amount of information in it, but also as useful and
understandable as possible for students of the MYP. Therefore, my work must
bring something new to the explanation of teachers in order to supplement the
knowledge acquired by students during the lessons and lead them to success.
Not having enough experience in teaching and giving instructions to others
complicates my task. In addition, I understand that most of the product creation
process will be during the academic year, because my book must include not
only my advice, but also recommendations from teachers. Considering the year
10 program my goal is challenging from this perspective too. Beyond this, the
understanding and perception of information is also influenced by how it is
organized. That is why I have to think a lot about product design.

Global context:

The global context for my project is Fairness and Development, because I want
my product to be an access to equal opportunities for all students (to not only get
high or good marks, but also) to fill the knowledge gaps and get writing skills
that will undoubtedly be useful for them in the near future. The “Fairness and

Development” is also about human capability. I believe that studying one’s
capability will lead to his development as an open-minded and knowledgeable
person. For this reason, this global context would let me focus on answering the
question to myself: “Am I capable of creating the successful solution,
considering my acquired knowledge from MYP?”. The answer for this question
will hopefully help me in self-development.
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The idea of creating the guide book came to me right after the first semester of
Oth grade. I've always enjoyed writing essays for any subjects, but all the
excitement from getting this type of assessment had vanished right after I started
my ninth academic year. Throughout that year I understood that different
subjects have different ways of writing the same assignment. Each of them has
its own features and difficulties and of course, since it is the ninth grade,
assessment

criteria were harder to achieve. This change has brought me confusion and even
stress, because essays are usually assignments which could cover 3 or 4 criteria
at once. It took me 2-3 tries before I got an acceptable grade for me, simply
because I was not ready. I don’t want others, especially 7 graders and 9 graders,
to experience the same situation and lose all enthusiasm for the learning process.

That’s why, the guide book is meant to be not only an instruction resource that
anyone could get at any time, but also a source, which differentiates one subject
requirement for essay, from other subject requirements.

Prior learning & subject-specific knowledge:

From the design lessons (particularly from product design course), I know that
in order to develop a successful solution I should follow the Design Cycle,
which includes: “inquiring and analysing the existent solutions”, “developing
the ideas™, “creating the solution” and “evaluation” steppes. That is why, it is
easier and more likely for me to create a comprehensive and successful product
by following the Design Cycle. I have written essays for every subject, which I
want to cover in my guidance book. Thus, I already have some ideas and advice
for the book in my mind. Moreover, I developed my research skills at every
subject throughout the 9th academic year, because the amount of project
summative assignments was increased.

Research skills:

After three years of learning, I’'ve developed the skills of planning the research
process and collecting information at a sufficiently high level. I know and use
the research methods, which include deduction, induction and also thinking
methods (such as brainstorming, information analysis etc.). I also developed the
principle of completing an action plan and organizing the collected data, which
will certainly help me in this project.

I want to develop the skills of interpreting of data as I will be interpreting
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collected advice, requirements and instructions on how to write a proper essay
into one guidance book with a certain design. I also want to develop a skill of
presenting research findings, because I hope that my guidance book will be a
proper representation of the research done.

Objective B. Planning.

Criteria:

The investigation stage was mainly aimed at developing the criteria for my
product. Thus, by the end of it and, after the 2nd official meeting with my
supervisor, [ had come up with 4 final criteria for the guide book: materials,
aesthetics, size, content (come together as one criterion) and function. The
clarification as follows:

1. Materials

1. The design of the guide book includes a variety of visual details (ex. different
font colors, highlights, frames) that fully contribute to the reader’s
understanding of the content.

i1. The guide book includes direct quotes from teachers of Economics, World
history, Kazakh history and Russian language, which are coherent to the content
of a page and contribute to the reader's understanding of the presented
information.

1i. Aesthetics

1. The guide book is created by efficiently using elements of design, correctly
applying the color theory and hierarchy of the text; fully respects the unity in the
design of textual information.

iii. Size, content.

1. The content of the guide book is written, using “active voice” in a way that
supplements the knowledge acquired by students during the lessons and leads
them to success™.

i1. The content of the book is written, excluding use of scientific language and
a wide range of terminology, making information easier to comprehend for a
student.

ii1. The textual information in the guide book does not exceed the word limit of
maximum 500 words for a page.

iv. Function

1. The guide book supplements the knowledge acquired by students during the
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lessons and leads them to success*.

*For me, a “successtul work™ is not only a good grade, it’s a satisfaction one
gets from writing and finishing it. Therefore, my guide book must not be all
about getting high marks from writing an assignment. I want to show other
students the fact that essay is just another format of assessment, and just
like any assessment it can be written “stress-free” simply by understanding
what it's aimed at. In fact, I see an essay as a good way of organizing acquired
knowledge from the lessons in your head. Thus, my perception of a
“successful essay” lies in two things: being able to organize and
demonstrate one's knowledge through this type of work and get the
satisfaction from it.

Plan:

My plan for creating the guide book consisted of 3 components: timeline, mini-
smart goals and check-lists (appendix 1 & 2). The timeline was made for the
visualization of the process -it has acted as a schedule for me to track down the
deadlines. Each deadline was chosen on the basis of the school curriculum -- not
only for the reason of a simple time-management between the routine
schoolwork and the project, but also because the summative works in the second
quarter were in the essay format. So, for example, I knew for sure that for the
time of "collecting material for the book" I had at least two essays on two
subjects: economics and the Russian language. Thus, in my opinion, both me
and the teachers found it easier to formulate their "advice" for the guide,
because the knowledge of this format of work was still up-to-date. In the result, I
had my product making process divided into 3 parts: collecting the material,
interpreting data and the creation of the guide book itself. However, given that
these 3 parts of my plan took a long time to complete, I needed to establish
certain deadlines within each as well. Thus, I have realized that for me, the best
way to plan the project is not only divide it into 3 parts, but also to formulate a
relatively small SMART goal for each of them and set deadlines to achieve
these objectives. For example, according to the final timeline, my first “mini-
SMART goal” is to write available teachers in economics, Russian language,
Kazakhstan and World history to approve interviews and schedule online
meetings by the 6th of November, 2020. Finally, in order to record and check
my progress throughout each part of the project, I have created the check-lists
with a similar structure as the ones that the supervisors gave us (appendix 2).
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Self-management skills:

During the investigation stage I have managed to formulate the SMART goal,
which has helped me to organize my research into mind maps that were very
helpful to me (appendix 3). I assume it speaks to my organizational skills. I tried
to follow my plan according to the set deadline(s). However, during the first
stage of the project I faced a stressful situation due to the fact that I set the
wrong deadlines in my action plan: some of the investigation aspects in my
plan were taking more time than they should. This meant that there was little
time left for the most important steps in my plan to complete. My main mistake
then was not prioritizing the steps inside of the action plan. Although I’ve
managed to cope with the stress, my further plan fully reduced it, because
regarding the process of creation of the product I had more specific and narrow
deadlines and each part of it was arranged and prioritized logically.

Objective C. Taking Action.

Creating the product:

As mentioned earlier, the creation of the product was divided into three parts:
collecting material from teachers, interpreting the received data, and creating a
guide (which includes the design part). In order to complete the first part of my
plan, I had to arrange interviews (appendix 4) with teachers of four subjects (see
which ones above). During the investigation stage, I already had formulated 4
conceptual questions for teachers (appendix 5), taking into account the fact that
"advice" from them is only the basis of my product, and not its main component,
and also the fact that I may have additional questions during the interview. I
kept a record of every interview I did except one (it was done offline by
providing a list of questions that I would like to receive answers to). This gave
me the opportunity to listen carefully to the interlocutor, and not to worry about
writing down his words in a notebook directly during the conversation. I also
had the ability to return to the teachers' answers - primary source - during the
creation of the guide, which was very useful. The success of the third part
depended on the second part of the plan: I had to listen / look through each
interview separately and highlight the most valuable and necessary words and
phrases to include in the book. But more importantly, I had to analyze the
information received in order to compress it into a guide format (taking into
account the criteria I created as well) and formulate my own advice and
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the project: Fairness and Development, because as it was mentioned earlier, the
«Fairness and Development» is about human capability. Hence throughout th
process of developing and creating the guide book I was testing as well as
developing my own capabilities: my thinking, communicative, organizing skills
especially. Based on my own assumotions, the commentary of the supervisor,
teachers ad most importantly students, I am quite capable of creating the
successful product. I indeed implemented my knowledge from the World
History, Kazakh History, Russian Language & Literature and economics into the
pages of the guide book. I used the desig principles and elemets in my design,
which I have learnt from the design lessons. My skills and knowledge is exactly
what helped me to create the product, which is suitible for this kind of the
project, and hopefully useful for the NIS community

At the end, my guide book itself is a representation of the global context — it is
a source of information, which all the students have the equal oppurtunity to
download and use — this 1is fair. It is also a visual demonstration of all the skills
that I was able to develop throughout the project.

IB profile:

Of all the profiles of the student of IB, I have identified four, which, in my
opinion, I have shown to one degree or another throughout my personal project.
Firstly, I was an open-minded student. In order to create my product, I
considered four subjects, each of which has its own characteristics and
requirements for writing an essay. [ was ready not only to receive, but also to
mterpret a large amount of information and provide different material on each
page of my guide. [ was open to evaluating my product by other people -
teachers and classmates, as I think in this case, their opinion is more valid, than
my own.

Since I have used and applied my knowledge and skills in the project, I can call
myself knowledgeable. For my communication skills - conducting interviews
and effective meetings with a supervisor, I can call myself a communicator. I
was not afraid to ask questions and go out to one-on-one conversations with
other people in order to find answers. [ was also a risk-taker because I shared
my own knowledge and ideas with such a large audience for the first time.
Therefore, I couldn't be completely sure whether my product would be
successful. Thus, I can say with confidence that the personal project gave me the
opportunity to learn the importance of the process of creating a product over its
success. It was in the process of writing and designing the guide that I was able

10
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to test my capabilites, apply my knowledge and skills outside the academic
program.

Appendixes
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Appendix 1: the timeline for creation of the guide.

2020

MNovember 2020 December 2020
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Crmaling S guice Book

Pic 1. (STUDENT, 2020)

Appendix 2: the example of the check-list I've used to record my progress
during the 3rd stage.

Date: 26.11.20

My check-list for today:

# Question: Check? (yes/no)

1 Have | found the platform where my guide book yes
would be created?

2 Have | had an online meeting with the Kazakh yes
History teacher?

3 Have | had an online meeting with the Economics | yes
teacher?

4 Have | had an online meeting with the Russian yes

Language and Literature teacher?

5 Have | received the list of answers from the World | no
History teacher?

One more thing to accomplish |until I've finished the first part of the plan.

Pic 2. (STUDENT, 2020)
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Appendix 3: the mind map from the procedure journal.

T remtnn s s, e b e

el e T EDP LN LA AR o G the e
S fmctvern, Ot by ey o ftes
LT
s
will e mutched with gatered noter from. WA VR O T TCIET repaniag
The tewthern WG ) ey WIS T T (e,
. .
s e s e Brainstorming
:
vl Py Loryisngs.

% -iusfai et iy e apResnce

el e o bt et o
o woks

What are the possible features of the
design of & guidance book?

-~

Where (on which platfarm| can | create
my guidance book “from the scratch™?

-

How can | make my product appealing to
the readers?

-~

Contant
Design
What design principles and elemaents

? can | apply to ensure that infarmation
The Guidanes Boek s { to the i s el
a3 clearly as posaible?

How will my product design help
7 differsntiate it from other similar
products?

s be schimsac by adding tha “persens Strali bty swrthieng wver 30 the

i ket b e
by et pirrlenmt s

Pic 3. (STUDENT, 2020)

Appendix 4: the emails for the teachers of World History, Kazakh History,
Economics and Russian language and Literature.

Good afternoon, miss Saltanat! I'm sorry for disturbing You, but | am creating my personal project and Your
opinion is important to me. That is because the goal of my project is to create a guide book for students in
grades 7-9, which would explain methods / tips / instructions for writing a good essay on 4 subjects. In order
for my "instructions" to be reliable, | also need advice (sort of life-hacks) from teachers.

Do You have time next week (Tuesday-Friday, to be precise) to arrange an online meeting with me to discuss
the topic of the essay on the World History subject? If not, then | can also send You a small list of questions
that | would like to receive an answer to.

Thank You in advance!
Sincerelyb

“B CanTaHaTt Cei3abIK <syzdyk.saltanat@nisa.edu.kz> cp, 4 HoR6. 2020 ., 14:52 ‘ﬂ{ *~
i KOMY: 7 ¥

'}'TA aHTNMACKWIA ¥ >  pycckuit ~  [Mepesecty coo6iyenue OTKNHOUUTL ANA A3bIKA: aHTIMACKUA x
Sure, I'd be happy to help.

Pic 4. (STUDENT, 2020)
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Canemercia 6e, mucc AktoTi!! Ciaai MalanaraHbima yLUiH KellipiM cypaimelH, Bipak MeH xeke xobamab!
bacrtaraHbiMa BainaHeicTel CiagiH kemeriHia Kaxet 6ongbl. MeHiH xo0amMHbIH MaKcaTbl - 7-9 ChiHbIN
OKyLWbINapsb! YWiH 4 neHgep GoMbIHLLA XKaKChl aCCe Xasy agicTepiH/HycKaynapbiH/garobinapbiH cUNarTanTbliH
KiTan xacay. MeHiH «Hyckaynapbeim» ceHimai bony ywiH, maraH myranimaepaid keneci ( "nand-xaxkrepi’) ne
kawet. CoHabIKTaH keneci antaga MeHimeH «KaaakctaH Tapuxbi» NaHi BoibiHWA 3cce TakbIpbiBbIH Tanksinay
YLUiH Keanecy yibiMaAcThIpyFa yaKkbiThiHbla 6ap ma? Erep onai 6onmaca, MeH ayan anfbiM KeneTiu
cypakTapablH WarbIH TidiMiH xibepe anambiH.

HayabbiHbI3 YIWiH angbiH-ana pakmert!

KypmeTneH,

° AKTOTbI MNa3KU3 <gaziz. aktoty@nisa.edu. kz> BT, 3 Hos6. 20201, 13:53 ‘ﬁ( L Y

KoMy 5 ~
YA Kasaxckuid ¥ > pycckuit ¥  [lepeBectu coobuieHue OTKMKOYUTL AR A3bIKA: KA3AXCKUA x

Canemertciy Ge- caraH apkallaH kemekTecyre falbiHMbiH. MeH ayiiceHbi, sxyma kyHOepi TYCTeH KeiiH
fAncnkiH con apankikTa keanecy yikimaacteipead 6onankl. Erepne kavnaiina Gip cypakTaphiH TykiHAACA
87776278300 HemepiHe xabapnaccan bonagp!

Pic 5. (STUDENT, 2020)

Good afternoon, miss Ayim! I'm sorry for disturbing You, but | am creating my personal project and Your
opinion is important to me. That is because the goal of my project is to create a guide book for students in
grades 7-9, which would explain how to write a good essay on 4 subjects from the perspective of a student.
However, in order for my "instructions" to be reliable, | also need advice (sort of life-hacks) from teachers - it
would also complement my book.

Therefore, do You have time next week (Wednesday-Friday, to be precise) to arrange an online meeting with
me to discuss the essay on the Economics subject? If not, then | can also send You a small list of guestions
that | would like to receive an answer to.

Thank You in advance!

Sincerely, TilEzGIzGzGDG

Aiibim Anubekoga <alibekova.aiym@nisa.edu kz> nH, 16 HoR6. 20201, 08:24 Yy 4

KOMY: 7~

Xa aHrnuicKkuit ¥ > pycckuit ¥ Mepesecty coo6iuenne OTKIIOUNTE ANA A3bIKA: BHIUACKAA x
Hello (M

Yes, sure | will help. let's meet on Wednesday at 14.00

Pic 6. (STUDENT, 2020)
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£

[Oobpeiit neHs, muce 3eiiHens! Mpoluy npowexus 3a BecnokoWcTBo, HO A xoTena Bl opraHu3oeaTs ¢ Bamun
nepcoHanbsHyio BCTPedy, NOTOMY 4TO B pamkax [NepcoHansHoro npoekTa s cobupato UHhOpMaLMIo O TOM, Kak
npasunbHO U 3dheKTUBHD NUCATL ACCE, M PYCCKUA A3bIK BXOOWUT B CNMCOK NpeaMeToB, KOTopble s XoTena Obl
NoKpbITh. YAo6Ho N Bam yaenuTe MHe Bpems 3aBTpa, nocne ypokoe? Ecnu Her, To st Mory BbicnaTb
HeboNbLWOoI CNYCOK BONPOCOB, HAa KOTOPLIE MHE XoTenock Bkl NONyuYUTL OTBET.

3apanee cnacubo 3a oteert!

3aitHen Bay6ekoBa <baubekova.zainel@nisa.edu.kz> nH, 23 HORG6. 2020 T, 15:35 V¢ & :

KOMY: A~

Oa W MoXHO BCTpeTUThCS. MpumMepHo B 14.00 Mnun YyTh Nosxe.

C yBaeHuem,
y4UTENb PYCCKOTO fi3biKa W NuTeparypsbl
Baybekosa 3aitHens XarunaposHa
mob. Ten. 8 701 795 05 71

8 700 271 30 09

Best regards,

Pic 7. (STUDENT, 2020)

Appendix 5: the list of questions I used for the interviews.

1. What advice would You give to students who usually have a limited time to write an essay: what is the first thing to focus on

and what can a student not get hung up on?
2.0n which criterion, assessed in the essay do many students consistently receive the lowest score? Why is this happening?

3. What advice can You give on how to write an argument in a World History Essay? What mistakes do students make when
formulating an argument and how to avoid them?

Additional question: Please, briefly explain the structure of the essay and why is it important to follow it.

Pic 8. (Student, 2020)

Appendix 6: some extracts from the copybook I used to brainstorm and

interpret the information given by teachers.
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Appendix 7: illustrative examples of the use of design principles and

elements in infographic design.
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o TITLE / HEADING INFLUENCER MARKETING

TRENDS 2018
ey Subtitles / Subheadings Sociai Media Entreprensins
Getharn Book
24PT Jeons and Toxt
Gutharn Lok
1’7 Fauter

Pic. 11 (Velarde, n.d.)
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Colors Presets More Palettes
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EE EO

Save palette

Pic. 12 (Velarde, n.d.)
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Pic. 13 (Velarde, n.d.)
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Design Elements

12 basic elements to consider in your designs

balance line

¢

colour negative space

contrast scale

= AN

emphasis shape

Ly !
XX &

harmony texture
j=——y
T

Aa

hierarchy typography

Pic. 14 (Harney, 2017)

Appendix 8: comparison of my guide book design with the examples,
mentioned above.
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Design Elements

12 basic elements to consider in your designs

The straight lines are used to create the
notebook style. the smooth line creates
an arrow-

The textures of ripped piece of

Pie. 7 {Sopidi 2020) colour

Pic.@ [Harney, 017}

The balance
and color in
the guide

The contrast and
emphasis are made
by the color choice
2. Give snexplanation of the ¢
TR
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- { the unit, connect it with

contrast

—

the topic of the ety - Give 8 vald
reasoning for the readers 10 support
VO o 04 v

’ emphasis

P11 (3o 202}

Ple 12 (Hamey, 207}

Pic 15. (Sopidi, 2020)

The hierarchy in
design:

Example

s TITLE / HEADING INFLUENCER MAR¥£TING
TRENDS 2019
n':: Sablithes / Subheadings Socinl Wedin Entr prenaies
L]

Pec. ¥ [Velarde, nd.)

Overall, the hierarchy of
my design is implemented
in my guide bock the same
way as in example: its aim
is to distribute the size (or
type) of the font
depending on the function
of the fext in the page.

line
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Fic 30 (Sepidi F0T)
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Did you find the answers to the questions that crossed your mind during the preparation for
the essay on any subject?

7 oveeron

® Yes
@ No, but the information i still usetul
& No, not at all

Pic 25. (Student, 2021)

Are you planning on using the guide book while preparing for the essay assignments?

7 oTReToR

@ Yes
@® No

Pic 26. (Student, 2021)

What pages did you like the most in the guide book? (due to the design / information
provided)

7 oTESTOE

The "Kazakn History* pages 2 (286 %)
The "Russian language & "
Literature® pag. Ti43%)
The “Economiza” pages 2 (286 %)

The "Workt History” pages 1(143%)

I didn ke eny of the pages

1 i all the pages
| find it difficst to answer this)
ques.

4(57.1%)

Any comments regarding the guide book?

7 oTeeTOS

this was extremely helpful

Thanks for clarifying main peints of essay writing, | think it will help me a lot especially data about world
history essay writing. Mira )

thank you!

No comments)

It is a good project! Well done!
thank you for this book <3

/

Pic 27. (Student, 2021)

Appendix 12: The full explanantion of the marks for the product.

Criterion |Mark [Explanation of the mark
(out of
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8)

Materials

1. The book does include the variety of visual details:
different font colors, frames, figures and each of the
details has its own function towards the contribution to
the readers’ understanding of the content in the book.
Different types of frames and figures are making the
textual information interesting and easier to comprehend
for the students. The use of different font colors
emphasizes some parts of the text to draw the readers’
attention to some ideas inside of a certain page.

i1. For each section of the book (Economics, World History
etc.) there are at least 2 direct quotes from the teachers
included. Their function is to make an epigraph for the
page. Thus,they are coherent to the content of the page
and contribute to the readers’ understanding of the
presented information, since the quotes are indicating
the theme of the page.

Aesthetics

1. According to the analysis carried out in the form of
comparing the product with other examples of infographic
design, the guide book fully respects the unity of the
design, by correctly applying the color theory and
hierarchy of the text.

However, not all of the respondents (MYP students, who
answered the survey) find the design of the book (the
choice of colors, arrangement of elements on page)
appealing, which may indicate that some of the design
elements weren’t used efficiently enough.

Size,
content.

1. All the content is written in the book, using the “active
voice”. According to the respondents of the survey (MYP
students), the information presented in the guide book
was able to give some clarity about writing an essay.

i1. There is no use of scientific language in the text, which
makes it easier for the readers to understand the presented
information.

iii. Not one page in the book exceeds the limit of 500
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words in a page.

Function

1. Some of the MYP students were able to find answers to
their questions regarding the writing of an essay, the rest
found the material useful nevertheless. Moreover, all of the
respondents are planning on using the guide book while
preparing for the essay assignments, which means that the
product could lead them to success eventually.
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